
        The Baptism of the lord    Yr B 

10th January 2021 

‘With joy you will draw waters from the wells of salvation’ 

Saturday: Vigil Mass 9.1   5.00pm:Thomas & Elizabeth (Betty) Carter (nee Rudd) 

Sunday 10.1   9.00am: Parishioners 

Monday             11.1 12.00pm: Margaret Foster 

Tuesday             12.1   8.30am: A Sick Person 

Wednesday        13.1 12.00pm: Special Intention (F) 

Thursday 14.1 12.00pm: Joan Edgar 

Friday 15.1 12.00pm: Requiem Mass: Mary Catterall (nee Murphy) 

Saturday  16.1 10.00am:  Anne Sharples 

Exposition after Mass during morning Confessions:  Confessions, in the 

sacristy only at: 11.00-11.45am and 4.30-4.45pm  

Saturday Vigil Mass 16.1   5.00pm: Private Intention (Ozog) 

Sunday 2nd OT 

Peace Sunday 

17.1   9.00am: Andrew Drysdale & Jane Heaton 

Feasts this Week: Tuesday: St Aelred of Rievaulx; Wednesday: St Hilary  
 

…… remember in your prayers …… 

Sick: Please pray for all the sick especially those close to us; for the medical and caring professions; for the anxious 

and lonely; for the government ministers and those who make decisions; for our health and for peace. 

Lately Dead: Colin Blake, Gary Dale, Rita Grady, Marilyn Murphy, Mary Catterall, John Moore, Loretta Walker. 

Anniversaries: Terry Andrews, Michael Grady. 

Mass Intentions Received: Terry Andrews, Marilyn Murphy, A Sick Person, Andrew Drysdale & Jane Heaton,    

Sheila Cadman, Gerry Doyle, Colin Blake, Margaret Wilson.           

………… 

KEEPING SAFE  

During the pandemic, the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days has been suspended. 
 

Please, as always, remember: to observe social distancing at all times; clean your hands thoroughly before 

coming into church and leaving; follow the stewards’ directions; wear your face covering at all times; do not 

leave anything on the bench when you leave; move away from the church doors quickly after Mass.  

If you are feeling unwell, please stay at home and follow NHS instructions. 

 

Following the recent January 2021 National lockdown the Archdiocese has issued further instructions in 

line with Government and Public Health England guidance. Mass and other acts of worship can continue.  
The time that people are in the church should be minimised (so the use of liturgical choices should reflect this, 

including a short homily, the omission of the prayers of the faithful and any other permitted mitigations) and the 

church must be well ventilated even during the liturgical celebrations. There should be no congregational singing as 

part of the liturgical celebrations and if a choir or cantors sing, the choices of music should be such that the exposure 

time is not excessively prolonged. It is very important to encourage all who attend our churches to abide by these 

covidsecurity restrictions and to protect themselves and those around them. It is also an opportunity to thank those 

who clean and steward our churches for their generosity of service to the local community. 

                                                                                                                                  Continued… 
 

                 The Parish & Church of St Mary 
Parish Priest: Fr John Johnson. 

St Mary’s Presbytery, Standishgate, Wigan, WN1 1XL. 

Tel: 01942 242066; Email: ssmary.john@rcaolp.co.uk 

 

      St Mary’s Church is open for Mass only at the given times  

                                                                         during the Covid pandemic                 
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Keeping Safe 

FUNERALS: In all areas, there must be no more than 30 people attending (not including Funeral Directors or those 

stewarding). Please refer to the COVID-19: guidance for managing a funeral during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Attendees should socially distance from anyone they do not live with (unless they are in their support bubble). 

 

 
WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: 9th/10th January: There is no separate collection but if you would like to make a 

donation please put it in the church offertory basket. A donation will be sent from the parish. 

 
   

PREPARATION for FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The Sacramental Programme 

This is an important message for the parent of any Year 4 child living in the parishes of St Mary and St William but 

not attending a Catholic primary school.  

The Parish Sacramental Progamme would normally have begun last September for current Year 4 children. As a result 

of Covid we have been unable to roll out the programme for children and parents, but hopefully restrictions may be 

greatly reduced before the end of this school year. So that we are ready for that eventuality, we need parents to 

confirm if they want their child to be included in the programme.  

We will need to see evidence that your child is a baptised Catholic or has been received into the Catholic 

Church. (We will ask for this once the programme begins). 

As yet we are not sure how we will deliver the early evening meetings, which are normally held at St Mary & St John 

Primary School; one a month for seven months for parents and children. This will depend on the level of Covid 

restrictions through 2021 and timescales. 

If you would like your child to join St Mary & St John School Sacramental Programme please contact either:               

Fr Johnson (St Mary’s Presbytery: 01942 242066) or Fr O’Shea (St John’s Presbytery: 01942 247561). 

Thank you. Mrs M Kearsley, Parish Catechist. 

 

………………………….... 
 

                  The Oxen by Thomas Hardy 
 

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 

“Now they are all on their knees,” 

An elder said as we sat in a flock 

By the embers in hearthside ease. 
 

We pictured the meek mild creatures where 

They dwelt in their strawy pen, 

Nor did it occur to one of us there 

To doubt they were kneeling then.  
 

So fair a fancy few would weave 

In these years! Yet, I feel, 

If someone said on Christmas Eve, 

“Come; see the oxen kneel, 
 

“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 

Our childhood used to know,” 

I should go with him in the gloom, 

Hoping it might be so. 

…………………………...... 

 

 

 

Liverpool Archdiocesan Directories 2021: now on sale at the back of church. Price £3.50. 

YOUR OFFERTORY DONATIONS are gratefully received. They can be left at the presbytery. Or in the 

basket at the back of church. Thank you 

ALL INTENTIONS AND NEWSLETTER REQUESTS can be left at the presbytery in a marked 

envelope or sent to the parish office at the email address: ssmary.john@caolp.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Hardy is not known for his cheery optimism. 

In this poem he remembers being told as a 

child, an ancient country belief that cattle 

everywhere knelt at Christmas Midnight, in 

adoration of the Christ child. 

He has lost the childhood belief in the 

miracle and longs to be shown something 

that will give him back his faith.  

As the crib figures and candles are put away, 

we pray we may take The Light of The 

World with us as we travel into the New 

Year, with sure and deeper hope of Christ, in 

his teaching, in his death and in his 

resurrection.  
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